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by systematically analyzing the characteristics of both perpetrators and victims. The primary
objective is to identify key socio-economic, cultural, and psychological factors contributing to
violent crime and assess the effectiveness of current intervention strategies. The study focuses
on the prevalence and patterns of violent crime—including homicide, sexual violence, and
assault—within South Africa. It explores the socio-demographic profiles of perpetrators and
victims, the root causes driving violent behavior, and the policy responses aimed at crime
reduction. Violent crime in South Africa is not random but is shaped by structural inequalities,
historical legacies, and systemic failures in social and criminal justice institutions. A
comprehensive understanding of the lived experiences of both perpetrators and victims is
essential for developing effective, evidence-based interventions. Existing policies often fail due
to inadequate attention to context-specific drivers of violence and a lack of reliable, integrated
data. The study adopts a systematic literature review methodology to synthesize existing
empirical studies, government reports, and theoretical frameworks. This approach enables a
critical analysis of recurring themes, knowledge gaps, and contrasting perspectives in the
scholarly and policy-oriented literature. The findings aim to inform policy-makers, law
enforcement agencies, civil society, and academic stakeholders about the complex interplay
between individual behavior and structural conditions in violent crime. The study offers
practical recommendations for victim support services, youth violence prevention, policing
reforms, and community-based safety strategies. This research is intended for academics in
criminology and social sciences, public policy practitioners, government agencies, non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), and international development partners working on crime
prevention and justice reform in South Africa. Addressing violent crime in South Africa
requires an integrated, multi-sectoral response grounded in evidence and local realities. By
illuminating the characteristics and contexts of both victims and perpetrators, this study
contributes to a deeper understanding of violence and offers actionable insights for building a
safer, more just society.
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INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND

Violent crime is a persistent and pervasive issue in South
Africa, affecting the safety, well-being, and social cohesion of

by a confluence of socio-economic, cultural, historical, and
institutional factors.

communities across the country. With one of the highest crime
rates in the world, South Africa's violent crime epidemic poses
significant challenges to the criminal justice system, economic
development, and human rights. The country continues to grapple
with high levels of homicide, sexual violence, and assault, driven

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC license

According to the South African Police Service (SAPS)
annual crime statistics, over 27,000 murders and more than 42,000
rapes were reported in the 2022/2023 financial year. These figures,
which represent only reported incidents, indicate a deeply
entrenched problem that requires comprehensive and evidence-
based solutions. Understanding the profiles of perpetrators and
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victims of violent crime is crucial for designing effective
prevention and intervention strategies.

This research proposal outlines a study aimed at examining
the dynamics of violent crime in South Africa by focusing on the
characteristics and circumstances of both perpetrators and victims.
The study seeks to contribute to existing literature and policy
frameworks by providing nuanced insights into the root causes and
manifestations of violent crime.

South Africa’s high rates of violent crime are deeply
embedded in its complex socio-political and economic history. The
legacy of apartheid, characterized by systemic inequality, racial
segregation, and spatial injustice, continues to shape the country's
social dynamics and contributes to persistent violence. Under
apartheid, many Black South Africans were forcibly removed from
urban centers and relocated to underdeveloped townships and
informal settlements, where infrastructure was inadequate and state
support minimal. These areas remain hotspots for violent crime
today due to sustained marginalization, poverty, and
unemployment. The transition to democracy in 1994 brought
significant political and constitutional change, yet socio-economic
disparities have remained largely unaddressed. South Africa is
currently one of the most unequal countries in the world, with high
Gini coefficient scores and stark divides in income, education, and
access to services. These inequalities create conditions that
facilitate crime: overcrowded living environments, strained
resources, and a lack of employment opportunities especially for
youth.

High levels of interpersonal violence are further
exacerbated by historical exposure to violence, both at state and
community levels. During the apartheid era, many communities
became militarized, with widespread violence normalized as a
means of control and resistance. Post-apartheid, these norms have
persisted in many areas, contributing to cycles of violence passed
from one generation to the next. Additionally, the criminal justice
system has struggled to gain public trust due to issues of
corruption, inefficiency, and under-resourcing. Police brutality,
delayed court processes, and low conviction rates contribute to a
sense of lawlessness and impunity, especially in communities that
already feel alienated from formal state structures.

Cultural and gender norms also play a crucial role. South
Africa has been described as having a "toxic masculinity" problem,
where violence is often used to assert power and control,
particularly over women and children. Gender-based violence is
endemic, and sexual violence rates remain alarmingly high.

Understanding the background of violent crime in South
Africa requires an appreciation of this multifaceted context. It is
not merely a matter of individual deviance but a systemic issue
driven by entrenched inequalities, historical injustices, and a weak
institutional response. This study situates itself within this broader
framework, aiming to unpack the characteristics of those most
affected by violence—both as perpetrators and victims—and
identify actionable solutions informed by the country’s unique
social fabric.

PROBLEM STATEMENT

Despite ongoing interventions by government, civil society,
and international organizations, violent crime in South Africa
remains stubbornly high. Traditional approaches to crime
prevention have often focused on symptoms rather than root
causes, resulting in limited long-term impact. There is a critical gap

in the literature concerning the specific profiles of perpetrators and
victims and how their socio-economic, psychological, and
environmental contexts contribute to crime dynamics.

Furthermore, existing data on violent crime is often
fragmented, outdated, or lacks depth, hindering efforts to develop
targeted, evidence-based policies. Without a detailed understanding
of the people behind the statistics—the perpetrators and the
victims—efforts to curb violent crime are likely to be ineffective or
misdirected.

STUDY AIM

The primary aim of this study is to explore and critically
analyze the nature and underlying drivers of violent crime in South
Africa by focusing on the socio-demographic profiles, lived
experiences, and contextual factors surrounding both perpetrators
and victims. Through a comprehensive examination of these
dynamics, the study seeks to contribute to a deeper understanding
of how structural, cultural, and psychological variables interact to
perpetuate cycles of violence. Ultimately, the research aims to
inform more effective, evidence-based crime prevention strategies
and victim support interventions tailored to the South African
context.

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

The primary objective of this research is to analyze the
nature and dynamics of violent crime in South Africa with an
emphasis on understanding perpetrators and victims. The specific
objectives include:

» To analyze the socio-demographic profiles of
perpetrators and victims of violent crime in South Africa.

» To identify key socio-economic, cultural, and
psychological factors contributing to violent crime.

» To assess the effectiveness of current crime prevention
and intervention strategies.

» To propose evidence-based recommendations for
reducing violent crime and improving victim support
mechanisms.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The study will be guided by the following research questions:

»  What are the common socio-demographic characteristics
of perpetrators of violent crime in South Africa?

» Who are the primary victims of violent crime, and what
patterns can be observed in victimization?

»  What socio-economic, cultural, and psychological factors
contribute to the perpetration of violent crime?

» How effective are current policies and interventions in
addressing violent crime?

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The significance of this study lies in its potential to
contribute meaningful insights into one of South Africa’s most
urgent and persistent social issues: violent crime. Despite
numerous interventions and policy initiatives, the country
continues to experience alarmingly high levels of homicide,
gender-based violence, and interpersonal conflict. This research
aims to address a critical gap by examining the issue from a dual
perspective—focusing on both perpetrators and victims—and by
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contextualizing violent crime within broader socio-economic,
historical, and psychological frameworks.

Understanding who commits violent crime, who suffers
from it, and why these patterns persist is crucial for developing
more effective prevention and intervention strategies. By
examining socio-demographic profiles, structural conditions (such
as poverty and inequality), and cultural attitudes that influence
violent behavior, the study will generate actionable knowledge that
can inform policy design and community-based responses.

The research also seeks to challenge narrow, punitive
approaches to crime by offering evidence that highlights the
importance of rehabilitation, social development, and systemic
reform. It emphasizes the need for a holistic and multi-sectoral
strategy that integrates law enforcement, public health, education,
and social services.

Moreover, the study holds significance for a wide range of
stakeholders:

» Policy-makers and government departments can
use the findings to refine crime prevention strategies
and allocate resources more effectively.

» Law enforcement agencies may benefit from insights
into offender profiles and community dynamics to
improve policing methods.

» Civil society organizations and NGOs will gain
better understanding for designing tailored victim
support services and violence reduction programs.

» Academics and researchers will find a robust
foundation for further studies in criminology,
sociology, psychology, and public policy.

Ultimately, this research aspires to contribute to building a
safer, more equitable South Africa by offering a nuanced and
evidence-based understanding of violent crime.

GAPS IN THE LITERATURE

While numerous studies have examined violent crime in
South Africa, several critical gaps persist in the academic
literature, limiting a full understanding of the phenomenon and the
development of effective interventions.

Limited Integration of Perpetrator and Victim Perspectives

Most existing research tends to focus either on victims or
on perpetrators, with few studies offering an integrated analysis of
both groups. This siloed approach overlooks the complex
interrelationships and shared environmental conditions that often
link the experiences of victims and offenders. Understanding both
perspectives is essential to grasp the cyclical and reciprocal nature
of violence, particularly in communities with high levels of
interpersonal violence and gang activity.

Outdated or Incomplete Data

Much of the available statistical data on violent crime in
South Africa is either outdated, aggregated in ways that obscure
important demographic differences, or reliant on reported
incidents—despite evidence that many crimes go unreported. This
results in a partial and sometimes misleading picture of crime
dynamics. There is a need for updated, disaggregated, and
localized data that captures the lived realities of affected
communities.

Under representation of Qualitative Insights

Quantitative crime statistics are often used as the primary
evidence base for policy making. However, this over reliance on
numerical data fails to capture the nuanced experiences,
motivations, and social conditions that lead individuals to commit
violent acts or become victims. There is a noticeable lack of in-
depth qualitative research that explores how individuals interpret
their social environment, make decisions, and respond to
violence—especially among youth, gang members, and survivors
of gender-based violence.

Limited Focus on Structural and Historical Contexts

While socio-economic factors such as poverty and
inequality are frequently cited, few studies adequately explore how
these conditions are historically produced and maintained—
particularly through the legacy of apartheid-era spatial and
economic policies. Without this context, interventions may fail to
address the root causes of violence and instead focus on surface-
level symptoms.

Insufficient Evaluation of Crime Prevention Interventions

Despite numerous government and civil society efforts
aimed at reducing violent crime, there is limited rigorous
evaluation of these programs' effectiveness. Many interventions
lack empirical assessments of outcomes, scalability, and long-term
impact. As a result, policymakers often operate without clear
evidence of what works, where, and why.

Gender-Based Violence as a Separate Category

Gender-based violence (GBV) is often treated as a distinct
area of inquiry, separate from the broader category of violent
crime. While this distinction is important for advocacy and
specialized interventions, it can obscure the shared risk factors and
overlapping dynamics between GBV and other forms of
interpersonal violence. A more integrated approach that situates
GBYV within the broader framework of violent crime could enhance
understanding and coordination of response efforts.

This study seeks to fill these gaps by offering an integrated,
data-informed, and contextually grounded analysis of violent crime
that simultaneously considers the profiles, experiences, and social
environments of both perpetrators and victims. It will incorporate
both quantitative and qualitative data, include a historical-structural
analysis, and provide a critical review of existing crime prevention
strategies. In doing so, the research will offer a more holistic and
actionable understanding of violent crime in South Africa.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The Scope of Violent Crime in South Africa

South Africa is consistently ranked among the countries
with the highest levels of violent crime globally. The 2023 Global
Peace Index ranked South Africa 130th out of 163 countries in
terms of safety and security. The murder rate in South Africa was
estimated at around 45 per 100,000 people, significantly higher
than the global average of 6. This statistic is particularly
concerning given that only a fraction of crimes are reported and
recorded.

Violent crime in South Africa includes homicide, rape,
domestic violence, robbery, and assault. It is often concentrated in
urban centers and peri-urban settlements such as the Cape Flats in
the Western Cape, Alexandra in Gauteng, and Umlazi in KwaZulu-
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Natal. These areas are characterized by high levels of poverty,
unemployment, informal housing, and limited access to essential
services.

Perpetrators of Violent Crime

Research has consistently shown that perpetrators of
violent crime in South Africa are predominantly young males,
typically aged between 18 and 35. Many come from impoverished
backgrounds and have experienced multiple forms of trauma,
including abuse, neglect, and exposure to community violence.
According to Ward et al. (2012), factors such as low levels of
education, lack of stable employment, and substance abuse
significantly increase the likelihood of engaging in violent
behavior.

Gang involvement is a major driver of violence in many
urban areas, with gangs providing a sense of identity, belonging,
and economic opportunity in the absence of formal employment.
Gould and Mthembu-Salter (2002) argue that gang culture is
deeply embedded in certain communities and is perpetuated by
systemic socio-economic marginalization.

Victims of Violent Crime

Victimization patterns in South Africa are highly gendered
and age-specific. Women and children are disproportionately
affected by sexual violence and domestic abuse, while young men
are more likely to be victims of homicide and gang-related
violence. According to the Children’s Institute (2022), South
Africa has one of the highest child homicide rates in the world,
with many cases involving abuse by caregivers.

Gender-based violence (GBV) is a national crisis. Jewkes
et al. (2015) highlight that deeply ingrained patriarchal norms and
gender inequality contribute significantly to the normalization of
violence against women. GBV is often under reported due to
stigma, fear of reprisal, and lack of trust in the criminal justice
system.

Contributing Factors

Several interrelated factors contribute to the high levels of violent
crime in South Africa:

» Poverty and Inequality: South Africa is one of the most
unequal societies in the world. High levels of income
inequality and unemployment, particularly among youth,
fuel frustration and desperation, which can manifest as
violence (Stats SA, 2022).

» Historical Legacy: The legacy of apartheid has left a
profound impact on spatial planning, economic
opportunities, and social cohesion. Many formerly
disadvantaged communities continue to experience
structural violence and exclusion.

» Substance Abuse: Alcohol and drug abuse are major
contributing factors to violent behavior. Parry et al.
(2004) found that alcohol is implicated in a significant
proportion of assaults and homicides.

» Social Norms: Cultural attitudes that condone violence,
especially against women and children, reinforce cycles
of abuse and hinder progress in addressing GBV.

» Weak Law Enforcement and Judicial System: The
police force is often under-resourced and plagued by
corruption and inefficiency. Low conviction rates and
long court delays diminish public trust in the system and
reduce the deterrent effect of the law (Burger, 2018).

Current Strategies and Interventions
Efforts to combat violent crime have included:

»  Community Policing: Involving community members in
safety initiatives.

» Specialized SAPS Units: The Family Violence, Child
Protection and Sexual Offences (FCS) units.

» Legislative Reforms: Strengthening laws on domestic
violence and sexual offences.

» Awareness Campaigns: Promoting reporting and
challenging harmful social norms.

While these initiatives have made some progress,
challenges remain in implementation, coordination, and
sustainability. Pillay (2020) argues that a more integrated
approach, combining law enforcement with social development, is
essential for long-term impact.

METHODOLOGY

Research Design

This study will use a mixed-methods research design,
integrating both quantitative and qualitative approaches to provide
a comprehensive understanding of violent crime. Quantitative
methods will be used to analyze trends and patterns in crime
statistics, while qualitative methods will explore the lived
experiences of perpetrators and victims.

Data collection

Quantitative Data: Secondary data will be collected from
SAPS annual crime reports, Statistics South Africa (Stats SA), and
existing datasets from research institutions such as the Institute for
Security Studies (ISS).

Qualitative Data: Primary data will be collected through semi-
structured interviews and focus groups with:

»  Victims of violent crime

» Former perpetrators (where ethically and legally
permissible)

»  Law enforcement officials
»  Social workers and community leaders

Case studies will be conducted in selected high-crime areas,
including the Cape Flats (Western Cape), Alexandra (Gauteng),
and Umlazi (KwaZulu-Natal).

Sampling strategy

A purposive sampling strategy will be used to select
participants with relevant experiences and knowledge. Snowball
sampling may also be employed to identify additional participants
through referrals. A sample size of 30-40 participants is
anticipated for qualitative interviews.

Data Analysis

Quantitative Analysis: Descriptive and inferential statistics
will be used to analyze crime data. Variables such as age, gender,
location, type of crime, and socio-economic status will be
examined using software such as SPSS or R.

Qualitative Analysis: Interview transcripts will be analyzed
using thematic analysis. Coding will be performed to identify key
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themes, patterns, and contradictions. NVivo software may be used
to assist with data management and analysis.

STUDY FINDINGS
Perpetrators Are Mostly Young, Marginalized Men

» The majority of violent crime perpetrators are young
males aged 18-35.

»  Most come from impoverished backgrounds with limited
access to education and employment.

» Many have experienced early-life trauma, such as abuse
or community violence.

» Gang involvement is prevalent, offering a sense of
belonging in the absence of state support.

Victims Are Disproportionately Women and Youth

» Women and children are the most frequent victims of
sexual and domestic violence.

» Young men are often victims of gang-related violence
and homicide.

» High rates of child abuse and femicide point to deeply
entrenched gender inequalities.

Socioeconomic Inequality and Historical Legacies Fuel
Violence

» Poverty, unemployment, and inequality are strong
underlying causes of violent crime.

»  The apartheid legacy continues to shape patterns of urban
segregation and systemic exclusion, especially in high-
crime areas.

Substance Abuse Is a Major Contributing Factor

» Alcohol and drugs are frequently involved in violent
incidents, exacerbating aggression and reducing impulse
control.

» Areas with high substance abuse also experience more
domestic and public violence.

Ineffective Policing and Judicial Gaps Undermine Justice

»  Corruption, under-resourcing, and inefficiency plague
law enforcement.

» Low conviction rates and long trial delays discourage
reporting and reduce deterrence.

Cultural Norms and Patriarchy Sustain Violence

» Gender-based violence is normalized in many
communities due to entrenched patriarchal values.

» Social norms often tolerate or excuse violence against
women and children.

Current Interventions Lack Integration and Sustainability

»  While several strategies exist (e.g., community policing,
specialized SAPS units, legislative reforms), they suffer
from poor coordination and insufficient implementation.

» There is a need for more holistic, community-based, and
trauma-informed approaches.

Ethical Considerations

Given the sensitive nature of the research, ethical
considerations are paramount. Ethical clearance will be obtained
from a recognized institutional review board. Participants will
provide informed consent and will be assured of anonymity and
confidentiality. Support services will be made available to
participants who may experience emotional distress.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Violent Crime Remains Critically High in South Africa

South Africa experiences disproportionately high levels of
violent crime, including homicide, rape, domestic violence, and
gang-related violence—affecting public safety, health, and social
stability.

Perpetrators Are Often Young, Marginalized Males

Research shows that perpetrators are predominantly young
males from disadvantaged backgrounds, frequently exposed to
trauma, poverty, gang influence, and limited educational and
economic opportunities.

Victims Are Disproportionately Women, Children, and Youth

Victimization patterns are highly gendered, with women
and children particularly wvulnerable to sexual violence and
domestic abuse, while young men are often victims of assault and
gang violence.

Interconnected Socio-Economic and Historical Factors Drive
Crime

The roots of violent crime are embedded in structural
inequalities, apartheid-era legacies, poverty, unemployment,
substance abuse, and weak social services.

Current Interventions Are Fragmented and Under-Evaluated

Although multiple policies and programs exist—ranging
from community policing to awareness campaigns—many lack
coordination, long-term funding, and comprehensive evaluation.

Literature Gaps Limit Understanding and Policy Development

Existing studies often isolate perpetrators from victims, rely
on outdated data, and neglect the qualitative, lived experiences of
those affected. There is also limited research on the long-term
effectiveness of crime prevention strategies.

This Study Aims to Fill Those Gaps

By using a mixed-methods approach and incorporating
both statistical data and qualitative interviews, this research will
provide a deeper, more integrated understanding of violent crime in
South Africa.

Policy and Community Implications Are Central

Findings from this research will inform more targeted and
evidence-based interventions by government, NGOs, and law
enforcement, with the ultimate goal of reducing violence and
supporting victims more effectively.

FURTHER STUDY

While this research aims to provide a comprehensive
understanding of violent crime in South Africa by focusing on the
profiles of both perpetrators and victims, it also opens avenues for
additional inquiry. Given the complexity and evolving nature of
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violent crime, the following areas are recommended for further
research:

Longitudinal Studies on Violence Trajectories

Future research could benefit from longitudinal studies that
track individuals over time to examine how early life experiences,
education, peer networks, and community environments influence
the pathways into (and out of) violent behavior. Such studies
would provide deeper insight into cycles of violence and
opportunities for intervention at critical developmental stages.

Post-Conviction and Rehabilitation Outcomes

There is limited data on the long-term outcomes of former
offenders after incarceration or rehabilitation. Further studies could
explore the effectiveness of reintegration programs, the role of
stigma, and the socio-economic factors that support or hinder
successful reintegration. This could guide improvements in
correctional services and reduce recidivism.

The Impact of Technology and Social Media on Crime

With the rise of digital communication and social
platforms, further research is needed on how technology influences
violent behavior. This includes cyberbullying, coordinated gang
violence via messaging apps, and the dissemination of violent
content. Exploring this dimension can inform crime prevention
strategies in digital spaces.

Community-Based Violence Prevention Models

While this proposal includes a review of current
interventions, further study could focus specifically on community-
led violence prevention models across different provinces.
Comparative research into why some communities manage to
reduce crime more effectively than others can yield important
lessons for scalable, grassroots strategies.

Intergenerational and Family Dynamics of Violence

Violent behavior is often passed through family structures
either through direct abuse or through the normalization of
violence. More in-depth studies are needed to understand how
family systems, parenting styles, and domestic environments
contribute to the perpetuation or prevention of violence.

Mental Health and Trauma Studies

There is a growing recognition of the link between
exposure to trauma and violent behavior. Future research should
investigate the mental health dimensions of violent crime,
particularly in under-resourced communities. Studies could explore
access to mental health care, trauma-informed policing, and
psychosocial support for both victims and perpetrators.

Policy Implementation and Institutional Accountability

Finally, there is a need for more research on how policies
addressing violent crime are implemented on the ground. This
includes studies on police accountability, the effectiveness of
specialized units, and the role of local government. Evaluative
research in this area can help close the gap between policy
formulation and real-world impact.

PRACTICAL RECOMMENDATIONS

Drawing on the insights from the literature review, data
analysis plan, and theoretical framework, this study puts forward a
set of practical, evidence-based recommendations aimed at

reducing violent crime and improving outcomes for both victims
and perpetrators in South Africa.

Strengthen Early Intervention and Youth Development Programs
» Rationale: Many perpetrators of violent crime begin
offending at a young age, often due to adverse childhood
experiences, limited opportunities, and exposure to
violence.

» Recommendation: Expand access to school-based
violence prevention curricula, mentorship programs,
after-school activities, and skills development initiatives
targeting at-risk youth.

» Implementation: Partner with schools, NGOs, and
municipalities to deliver tailored interventions in high-
risk communities.

Improve Access to Mental Health and Trauma Support Services

» Rationale: Both victims and perpetrators of violent
crime often experience untreated trauma, which can
perpetuate cycles of violence.

» Recommendation: Scale up trauma-informed care in
public health services and integrate psychosocial support
into victim services and correctional rehabilitation
programs.

» Implementation: Train social workers, police officers,
and community health workers in trauma-informed
approaches and referral systems.

Enhance Community Policing and Trust-Building Initiatives

> Rationale: Public mistrust in the police and
underreporting of crimes hinder effective law
enforcement and justice.

» Recommendation: Revitalize community policing
forums (CPFs), improve police visibility, and create
community-liaison roles to build trust and encourage
collaboration.

» Implementation: Allocate resources to CPFs, ensure
regular feedback loops with communities, and implement
accountability measures for police conduct.

Expand Victim Support Services and Safe Spaces

» Rationale: Victims of violent crime, especially gender-
based violence, often lack access to immediate safety,
justice, and recovery resources.

» Recommendation: Increase the number of victim
empowerment centers, shelters, legal aid clinics, and
mobile units that provide counselling, legal support, and
emergency housing.

» Implementation: Fund partnerships between
government departments and civil society organizations
to deliver services closer to where people live.

Develop a National Violent Crime Data Observatory

» Rationale: A lack of integrated, real-time data hampers
evidence-based crime prevention.

» Recommendation: Establish a centralized, publicly
accessible data observatory to collect, analyze, and
disseminate disaggregated data on violent crime.
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Implementation: Leverage existing institutions like
Statistics South Africa and the Institute for Security
Studies to develop the platform with input from
academics, civil society, and law enforcement.

Address Structural Drivers of Violence through Integrated Urban

Planning

>

Rationale: Crime is highly concentrated in areas of
poverty, overcrowding, and poor infrastructure.

Recommendation: Invest in upgrading informal
settlements, improving lighting, sanitation, housing, and
recreational infrastructure to reduce environmental
stressors and improve social cohesion.

Implementation: Align crime prevention with national
development strategies such as the Integrated Urban
Development Framework (IUDF).

Review and Strengthen Criminal Justice Policy Implementation

>

Rationale: Weak enforcement, delays in court
proceedings, and low conviction rates undermine justice.

Recommendation: Conduct regular performance audits
of SAPS, the National Prosecuting Authority (NPA), and
court systems to identify bottlenecks and improve
efficiency.

Implementation: Establish oversight bodies that include
community and academic representatives to monitor
implementation of laws on domestic violence, sexual
offences, and gang activity.

Promote Multi-Stakeholder Collaboration and Research

» Rationale:  Addressing violent crime  requires
coordination across sectors.

» Recommendation: Facilitate  partnerships among
academic  institutions, government  departments,
community organizations, and the private sector to
design, monitor, and evaluate interventions.

» Implementation: Host national and provincial crime
prevention forums to share best practices, fund local pilot
projects, and encourage knowledge exchange.
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