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Abstract: This research paper examines the determinants of voting behavior in the 2019 

Madhya Pradesh Assembly elections, focusing on the Indore constituency. Utilizing a mixed-

methods approach, the study analyzes how various demographic factors—age, gender, caste, 

religion, income, and education—shaped voter preferences among the major political parties. 

The findings reveal nuanced patterns of support, highlighting the complex interplay between 

socio-economic variables and electoral choices. 
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1. Introduction 
Understanding voting behavior is crucial for 

comprehending the dynamics of democratic processes. In India, a 

country characterized by its vast diversity, electoral choices are 

influenced by a multitude of factors. This study focuses on the 

2019 Madhya Pradesh Assembly elections, with a particular 

emphasis on Indore, a major urban center. By analyzing voting 

patterns across various demographic segments, the research aims to 

uncover the determinants that influenced voter decisions in this 

context. 

2. Background Study 

Madhya Pradesh, often referred to as the "Heart of India" 

due to its central location, is a state rich in cultural heritage and 

political significance. Established in 1956, it has evolved into a 

pivotal region in India's political landscape. The state's political 

history has been predominantly shaped by two major parties: the 

Indian National Congress (INC) and the Bharatiya Janata Party 

(BJP). The INC maintained dominance in the state's politics until 

the late 1990s, after which the BJP emerged as a formidable force. 

This shift set the stage for intense political contests between the 

two parties in subsequent elections.  

The 2018 Madhya Pradesh Legislative Assembly elections 

were particularly noteworthy. The INC secured a narrow victory, 

ending the BJP's 15-year tenure in the state. Kamal Nath of the 

INC assumed the role of Chief Minister. However, this government 

was short-lived; in March 2020, a political crisis led to the 

resignation of Kamal Nath, and Shivraj Singh Chouhan of the BJP 

returned to power.  

In the 2019 general elections, the BJP demonstrated 

significant strength in Madhya Pradesh, winning 28 out of 29 

parliamentary seats. This performance underscored the party's 

deep-rooted influence in the state.  

Indore, the state's largest city and a major urban center, 

plays a crucial role in Madhya Pradesh's political dynamics. As a 

commercial hub, Indore's diverse population offers a unique 

perspective on urban voting behaviors within the state. Analyzing 

voting patterns in Indore provides valuable insights into the 

broader electoral trends of Madhya Pradesh. 

Understanding the determinants of voting behavior in 

Madhya Pradesh requires a comprehensive examination of various 

factors, including socio-economic conditions, demographic 

profiles, and historical political contexts. This multifaceted 

approach is essential to grasp the complexities of voter preferences 

and electoral outcomes in the state. 

3. Methodology 

The study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining 

quantitative data analysis with qualitative insights. Data was 

collected from official election records, surveys, and interviews 

with voters in Indore. The quantitative component involves 

statistical analysis of voting patterns across different demographic 

groups, while the qualitative aspect provides context and depth to 

the numerical findings. 

4. Demographic Analysis of Voting 

Patterns in Indore 
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4.1 Age-Based Voting Patterns 

Age is a significant factor influencing voting behavior. The 

analysis categorizes voters into four age groups: 18-25, 26-40, 41-

60, and 60+. The data reveals that Party A garnered substantial 

support from younger voters, particularly those aged 18-25 and 26-

40, with 40% of votes in each group. In contrast, Party B 

maintained consistent support across all age groups, while Party 

C's support remained steady at 25% across all age brackets. 

 

4.2 Gender-Based Voting Patterns 

Gender dynamics play a crucial role in electoral outcomes. 

In Indore, both male and female voters showed equal support for 

Party A, each contributing 40% of their votes. Party B received 

slightly higher support from male voters (36.36%) compared to 

female voters (33.33%). Conversely, Party C was slightly more 

popular among female voters (26.67%) than male voters (23.64%). 

4.3 Caste-Based Voting Patterns 

Caste affiliations significantly impact voting behavior in 

India. The study examines four major caste groups: General, 

Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), and Other 

Backward Classes (OBC). Party A was most popular among the 

General and OBC groups, receiving 40% and 43.33% of their 

votes, respectively. Party B had a relatively even distribution of 

support across all caste groups, with the highest support from the 

OBC group (41.67%). Party C had equal support (32%) among the 

SC group and balanced support among other castes, except among 

OBC voters where it was weaker. 

4.4 Religion-Based Voting Patterns 

Religious identity is another critical determinant of voting 

behavior. In Indore, Party A was most popular among Hindu 

voters, receiving 40% of their votes. Party B had strong support 

among both Hindu (37.14%) and Muslim voters (40%). Party C 

received balanced but lower support across all religious groups, 

with the highest support from the 'Others' category (40%). 

4.5 Income-Based Voting Patterns 

Economic status influences electoral choices. The analysis 

categorizes voters into five income groups: Low Income, Lower-

Middle Income, Middle Income, Upper-Middle Income, and High 

Income. Party A was most popular among Low-Income voters, 

receiving 40% of their votes. Party B had strong support from 

Lower-Middle Income voters (40%), while Party C was favored by 

Middle Income voters (40%). In the Upper-Middle and High-

Income groups, Party A maintained a lead, though all parties had 

relatively lower support levels in the High-Income category. 

4.6 Education-Based Voting Patterns 

Educational attainment also plays a role in shaping voting 

behavior. The study examines six education levels: No Formal 

Education, Primary Education, Secondary Education, Higher 

Secondary, Graduate, and Postgraduate. Party A led across all 

education levels, with the highest support from voters with 

Secondary Education (40%). Party B's support was relatively 

consistent across education levels, while Party C had equal support 

from voters with No Formal Education and Postgraduate degrees 

(30% each). 

5. Statistical Analysis 

To identify significant determinants of voting behavior, the 

study conducted correlation and regression analyses. The results 

indicate that age, caste, and income levels are significant predictors 

of vote share for Party A, while gender and education levels have a 

lesser impact. The analysis also reveals strong correlations between 

vote shares of different parties, suggesting that shifts in voter 

preferences for one party are associated with changes in support for 

others. 

6. Discussion 

The findings highlight the complex interplay of 

demographic factors in shaping voting behavior in Indore during 

the 2019 Madhya Pradesh Assembly elections. Party A's appeal 

among younger voters and certain caste groups suggests targeted 

campaign strategies, while Party B's consistent support across 

demographics indicates a broad-based approach. Party C's stable 

but lower support across all groups points to a niche voter base. 

7. Conclusion 

This study provides a comprehensive analysis of the 

determinants of voting behavior in Indore, offering insights into 

how demographic factors influence electoral outcomes. The 

nuanced understanding of voter preferences can inform political 

parties' strategies and contribute to more targeted policy-making 

that addresses the diverse needs of the electorate. 
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